Penn Manor School District
2950 Charlestown Road
Lancaster, PA 17603
(717) 872-9500
March 26, 2021
Parents/Guardians,
Throughout the school year, Penn Manor teachers have been providing instruction to promote your child’s academic success. In
April and May, all public schools throughout the state of Pennsylvania will administer a series of standardized assessments,
known as the Pennsylvania State System of Assessment (PSSA). These assessments encompass English/Language Arts and
Math (Grades 3 - 8), as well as Science (Grades 4 and 8). Further, all students who have taken an Algebra I course will take the
Algebra I Keystone Exam. It is vital that all students attend school during the testing windows to participate in the assessments.
If students miss school on one of the testing dates, every effort will be made to provide the opportunity for make-up testing
sessions. Parent(s) and guardian(s) will receive copies of the assessment results in the fall of 2021.
Middle school students taking Algebra I will take the Algebra I Keystone Exam. Students who score “Proficient” or “Advanced”
on the Algebra I Keystone Exam, will not need to take the exam again during their high school experience. However, if scores
are rated below proficient on this exam, the student will need to take the exam again after further Algebra instruction occurs.

Students must not bring electronic devices to school on the testing dates. The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE)
requires that schools maintain a high level of test security throughout all exam’s administration. For this reason, we are
requesting the support of parents to ensure that students do not bring any electronic devices to school on the testing dates. If a
student does bring a device, such as a cell phone, iPod, Apple watch, etc., to class with them during testing, they will be prompted
to secure it with the teacher who will proctor the assessment. The device will be labeled and safely stored until the assessment
has been completed each day.
FAQ - Parents of students in Grades 3 through 8 should carefully read the attachment, Information for Parents/Guardians, that
addresses frequently asked questions about the Pennsylvania’s System of School Assessments. Should you have questions
regarding the PSSA or the Keystone Algebra I Exam, please contact your school principal, who will provide you with additional
information about the assessments. Please note there is a website that shares school progress available for your review. The
Future Ready Index is comprised of building specific academic performance on standardized assessments, student attendance,
and Career Education and Work Standards indicators. To access this website, log on to https://futurereadypa.org/#
Your child’s academic success is a collaborative effort that involves teachers, parents, and students. Please encourage your child
to do his/her best on each portion of the assessment(s). Results of the assessments are utilized as a component to determine
appropriate academic challenge for student placement in secondary courses. Thank you for your continued support of your
child(ren) through their academic journey.
Sincerely,

Jerry Egan, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education

Philip B. Gale, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Education

Penn Manor School District
2950 Charlestown Road
Lancaster, PA 17603
(717) 872-9500

Preparation for PSSA and Keystone Exams
2021

Pre-Planned Educational Trips
 Please be advised that pre-planned trips that coincide with dates during the testing window may be
denied and considered on a case-by-case basis (Administrative Regulations 204-AR-3).
Here are a few tips we recommend that you discuss with your child about the assessment:
 Listen to, read and follow all directions given. Ask questions, if you do not understand the
directions.
 Read each question carefully, especially multiple-choice items that ask for the “best answer.”
 Be sure to read any open-ended questions and writing prompts carefully before responding.
 Try to answer each test item.
 DO NOT bring any electronic devices, (e.g., cell phones, smart phones, iPods, etc.)
Cell phones and other personal electronic devices - The Pennsylvania Department of Education has
indicated that schools and students must ensure the integrity of the PSSA/Keystone Exam administration
and appropriate test security. Therefore, we strongly recommend that students do not bring personal
electronic devices to school during the testing window. As noted above, schools and teachers
administering the assessments will have measures in place to ensure that tests will not be compromised, in
accordance with the state’s requirements. Please be advised that disciplinary measures will be enforced by
the school, if any electronic device violation occurs.

